
Exam series for 
current AS and 
A-levels (modular 
assessment and 
re-sits are still 
available). Last 
opportunity to sit AS 
level for current phase 
one, first time.

Start teaching new AS 
and A-levels in phase 
one subjects.

AS and A-level
Timeline of changes
AS and A-levels are being changed in three phases – phase one subjects are Art and 
Design, Business, Computer Science, Economics, English Language, English Language and 
Literature, English Literature, History, Psychology, the sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
and Sociology. These subjects will be available for first teaching in September 2015.

Phase two subjects are Dance, Drama and Theatre, Geography, Music, Modern Foreign 
Languages (French, German, Spanish), Physical Education and Religious Studies. These 
subjects will be for first teaching in September 2016.

Phase three* subjects are Accounting, Archaeology, Classical Civilisation, Design and 
Technology – Product Design, Design and Technology – Fashion Design and Development, 
Environmental Science, Further Maths, Government and Politics, History of Art, Information 
and Communications Technology, Law, Mathematics, Media Studies, Philosophy and 
Statistics. These subjects will be available for first teaching in September 2017. 

AS levels will be stand-alone qualifications and will no longer contribute to A-levels.

Jun
15

Sep
17

Jun
19
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*   Subject to confirmation by Ofqual. 
** Recertificating students are ones who have previously claimed an award for that subject at that level.

Please note – Ofqual are currently reconsidering the re-sit requirements for AS students taking outgoing qualifications.
This timeline is correct as of September 2015.

Teach our new AS and A-levels.  
Find out more at aqa.org.uk/changes-to-exams

Sep
15

Jun
17

Start teaching new  
AS and A-levels in  
phase two subjects.

Last opportunity for 
first assessment of 
current A-levels in 
phase one subjects 
and AS is available 
to recertificating** 
students only.

First assessment 
opportunity for new 
A-levels in phase 
one subjects (linear 
assessment only).

First assessment 
opportunity for new 
A-levels in phase 
two subjects (linear 
assessment only).

Start teaching new AS 
and A-levels in phase 
three subjects.

First assessment 
opportunity for new 
phase three A-levels.

Sep
16

First assessment 
opportunity for new 
AS in phase one 
subjects (linear 
assessment only).

First assessment 
opportunity for new 
AS in phase two 
subjects (linear 
assessment only).

Re-sits available 
for current AS and 
A-levels in phase 
one subjects and 
phase two AS levels 
to recertificating** 
students only. Last 
opportunity for first 
assessment in A-levels 
for current phase two 
subjects.

Jun
16

Last opportunity for 
first assessment of 
current phase three 
A-levels. Re-sits 
available for AS and 
A-level current phase 
two and for AS level 
current phase three 
to recertificating** 
students only.

Re-sits available for 
current phase three 
AS and A-levels 
to recertificating** 
students only.

First assessment 
opportunity for  
AS exams in phase 
three subjects.

Jun
18




