Advanced Level

Chemistry (H433 OCR B - Salters)

Entry requirements for this subject: Grade 6 or higher in Maths
At least 6 in Chemistry or 6-6 for Combined Science

A Level Results 2024
From a cohort of 51 students
26 achieved grade A*- B

Chemistry A Level includes studying how reactions happen; from firework colours to what holds
DNA together, with saving the environment in between.

Course overview:

Development of knowledge and practical skills in chemistry through the following topics:
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Elements of life
Developing fuels
Elements from the sea
The ozone story
What’s in a medicine?
The chemical industry
Polymers and life
Oceans

Developing metals

10. Colour by design

Assessment overview:
1.

2.
3.
4

Fundamentals of chemistry (written paper — 41% of total A Level)

Scientific literacy in chemistry (written paper — 37% of total A Level)

Practical skills in chemistry (written paper — 22% of total A Level)

Practical endorsement in chemistry (non-exam assessment — reported separately)




You have 5 hours of lessons per week, 2 hours of which have a practical chemistry focus. Our
practical sessions take place in well-resourced chemistry laboratories dedicated to A level
Chemistry, including 2 fume cupboards per lab and enough equipment to allow students to work
individually or in pairs. Our extensive range of practical resources provide the unique opportunity
for Notre Dame to deliver the OCR B specification, preparing our students for careers beyond A
Level.

We use the school intranet to equip students with all of the revision resources they need to
prepare for their exams. This single location, accessible from home, contains links to past papers,
exam style questions, revision notes, lesson PowerPoints, textbook answers and exam-board
information. Alongside this, students are provided with a textbook and revision guide to support
with their independent study.

A level chemistry is usually required to study medicine, veterinary science and dentistry. Our
students have achieved the high grades needed by universities for these and related subjects, with
over 50% of students getting A*- B in 2024.

Our recent Chemistry students have gone on to read subjects including:

Biochemistry, Biomedical science, Chemistry, Dentistry, Engineering (various types), Medicine and
Psychology. Their destinations included Bath, Cambridge, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle,
Nottingham, Oxford, Sheffield, and York.

Chemistry is a popular subject at Notre Dame, with three classes in Year 12 and two in Year 13.

Five Chemistry teachers teach A level. This strong team works together to support all our students,
to give you the help you need.

We also have close links to the Royal Society for Chemistry and both Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam
Universities. This includes trips to Sheffield University for lectures hosted by the chemistry
department, as well as guest speakers coming into school to talk to our students.




