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A-level Drama and Theatre Studies students create and perform drama and theatre in a 

variety of contexts, forms and styles.  The course is highly practical in approach (while 

containing significant written assessment). 

The course is a mixture of devising and script-based study while underpinned by an 

appreciation of stage craft and knowledge of the work of key Theatre Practitioners and design 

and production elements.  Seeing live performance is an integral part of the course. 

On an average week, students will have at least 2-3hrs of practical Drama lessons. 

Class sizes have been increasing yearly, and there are 10 students in the 2023-2025 cohort, 

and 11 students in the 2024-2026 cohort.  

 

What do I need? 

• An interest and willingness to explore drama in a variety of practical forms. 

• A willingness to engage with academic and written work and apply oneself 
independently.  

• GCSE grade 4 in Drama would be desirable, or significant previous experience to 
prepare oneself for the rigours of the course. 

 

Drama at Notre Dame  

We run extra-curricular opportunities in Drama throughout the year including the 

Annual School Musical and Annual School Play. We also take an annual overnight trip 

to London, on which we see a west end show, participate in workshops run by industry 

professionals, and tour performing arts conservatoires.  

 

 

A Level Results  

2024 9 students A*- C = 100%  

2023 6 students A*- B = 83% (5 students) 

2022 6 students A*- C = 100% 



Course Outline, and how will I be assessed? 

• Component 1: Theatre Workshop 20% 

Acting or Design 

Internally Assessed:  

Students create and perform of a piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an 

extract from a text. The piece is developed using the techniques and methods of 

Frantic Assembly. 

Students are marked on both their final performance or design, and a written creative 

log. 

• Component 2: Text in Action 40% 

Acting or Design 

Externally Assessed:  

Students perform two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus 

1. A devised piece using the techniques and style of Antonin Artaud’s Theatre of 

Cruelty. 

2. An extract from a text. Students will use Naturalism for this performance.  

Students also produce a process and evaluation report within one week of completion 

of the practical work. 

• Component 3: Text in Performance 40% 

Externally assessed:   

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• Sections A: 2 questions (10 mark and 30 mark) based on Home I’m Darling by Laura 

Wade. Students can take a clean copy of the play into the examination.  

• Section B: 1 question (40 mark) on Brief Encounter by Noel Coward (Adapted by Emma 

Rice). Students can take a clean copy of the play into the examination.  

• Section C: A question based on a specified extract from Standing at the Sky’s Edge by 

Chris Bush/ The Book of Dust by Phillip Pullman and Bryony Lavery (CHOICE TBC BY THE 

EXAM BOARD). Details of the 10-15-minute extract will be released during the first 

week of March, in the year in which the examination is to be taken.  

 


