
 

 

 

Advanced Level 

English Literature AQA (B) 

Entry requirement for this subject: GCSE grade 5 or above in English Literature and English Language 

 

 

 

100% pass rate at A level for the past 16 years. 

AQA English Literature enables students to enjoy a wide range of challenging texts (ranging 
from poetry, prose and drama) and the course encourages wider reading, close textual 
analysis and critical debate. Non-Exam Assessment (two essays: one poetry, one novel) 
allows students to be creative in their choices and to apply a range of critical interpretations 
to texts.  

We begin the course with an introduction to Tragedy and teach key terminology related to 
Aristotle and tragedy (e.g. catharsis, hubris, protagonist, megalopsychia, peripeteia) 

Literary Genres: Aspects of Tragedy – Paper 1 

• ‘Othello’ by William Shakespeare 

• ‘Death of a Salesman’ by Arthur Miller 

• Selection of poetry by John Keats 
Texts and Genres: Elements of Crime Writing – Paper 2 

• ‘Hamlet’ by William Shakespeare 

• ‘Atonement’ by Ian McEwan 

• ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

English Literature is a facilitating subject and combines well with a very wide range of 

subjects. Students are expected to read widely and independently. Whenever possible, 

theatre trips are organised to watch texts in performance. Many of our former students 

have gone on to study English at university, or have used their English skills in other subjects 

such as law or politics. 

A Level Results 2024 

Pass Rate – 100% 

A* - B – 20/24 students 

Average Grade = B 



 

 

 

Destinations for our 2024 English A Level leavers include the following places/courses: 

Leeds English Language and Linguistics; English Literature 

Leeds Trinity Law 

York Theatre: Writing, directing, performing 

Newcastle English Lit and History (combined); Speech and Language Therapy 

Queens University, Belfast Philosophy and Politics (combined) 

Manchester English Literature; Film Studies and English Literature (combined); 

Adult Nursing 

Liverpool Business Management with a year in Industry 

Sheffield Hallam Psychology; Nursing 

Nottingham Politics 

Sheffield Medicine 

Plymouth Marine Biology 

Dundee Art and Design 

Chester Forensic Psychology 

Warwick Sociology with Criminology 

 

Useful reading to help you to prepare for English Literature would be John Sutherland: ‘A 

Little History of Literature’. Reading widely from a range of different authors would be 

beneficial, and stretching yourself to go beyond Young Adult fiction and reading modern 

authors such as Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Margaret Atwood, Ian McEwan, Maggie 

O’Farrell, Donna Tartt, John Boyne, Sarah Waters, Anthony Doerr and Douglas Stuart. 


