Advanced Level

Politics (AQA)

Entry requirement for this subject: Grade 4 in English Language

Recent highlights from results: The average grade over the last three years has been a B. Over
90% of student achieve their target grade or better.

Course overview:

Paper 1: UK Government and Politics, Paper 2: US Government and Politics, and Comparative
Politics, Paper 3: Political Ideas. Liberalism, Socialism, Conservativism, and Feminism.

What a typical week looks like?

Five lessons split by two 2-hour lessons and one 1-hour lesson. In Politics lessons we debate key
topics and practice writing exam style questions focusing on how to make clear and well
substantiated judgements.

Super Curriculum opportunities:

European Youth Parliament Debate (Notre Dame has got to the regional finals three years in a row),
talks and debates from sitting and prospective Members of Parliament, cinema trips to see political
films and visits to Parliament.

Notable recent progression routes:

Students have gone on to study a wide range of subjects such as Law, History, Medicine and Civil
Engineering and often opt to continue their study of Politics at University level and some have gone
on to study Politics at Oxford, Newcastle, Liverpool, Sheffield Hallam and Lincoln University.

We have also had students go on to prestigious work-based apprenticeships at companies
such as SKY and Grant Thornton LLP.

Links to interesting/relevant websites:

Watch: VICE (2019) — A film about Vice President Dick Cheney and how he was able to harness
unparalleled amounts of power.

Primary Colours — a film which explores the affairs and scandals of the Clinton presidency but with a
main character who isn’t Clinton (he is really).

Race for The White House (Netflix) — A miniseries looking at famous Presidential elections.




Bringing Down the House (Netflix) — A Netflix documentary into the progressive wing of the
Democratic Party.

The Deal — A film about Brown and Blair’s deal for power in the Labour Party.

The State of Chaos — (BBC iPlayer) about Tory governments since the Brexit referendum.

Listen: Pod Save America, The New York Time’s the Argument , The Rest Is Politics, BBC's Americast

The New Yorker Politics and More, Slow Burn — Series 1 is Watergate, Series 2 is Clinton/Lewinsky
Scandal, and Series 3 is Tupac and Biggie. Channel 4’s Ways to Change the World with Krishnan Guru
Murphy.

Read: Politics Review - quarterly magazine looking into the big issues surrounding US Politics, UK
Politics, and Political Ideas.

Pre-Chewed - Their Case Studies are great for keeping up to date.

Great books | have recently read are: David Runciman’s Where the Power Stops: The Making and
Unmaking of Presidents and Prime Ministers

Michelle Obama’s Becoming, Matthew d’Ancona’s In It Together: The Inside Story of the Coalitions
Government.

Rory Stewart — Politics on the Edge
What type of student enjoys this course?

A-level Politics is a good choice for students considering a career in many professions, or those who
simply want to understand how the UK’s government works. Politics goes well with Economics,
History, Sociology and English.

Politics does not just appeal to Social Science students, however: increasingly Science, Maths, Art
and Drama students have enrolled to study Politics, giving them a broader perspective on the world.
Politics is a valuable qualification for all students. Young people moving into professional roles
needing a sound understanding of how our society operates and how they can be empowered
within it.

Politics provides you with the chance to study a new subject at Advanced Level. It is a fast-moving
subject, where history in the making is studied on a day to day basis. Students monitor political
events on a daily basis and use them to explore and understand political language, concepts and
systems.




