
 

 

 

Advanced Level  

History (AQA) 
 

Entry requirement for this subject: minimum of 5 in GCSE History if studied or a 5 in English 

Language or Literature if students have not studied History GCSE.  
 

*Studying GCSE History is NOT a requirement for progression to A Level History and will NOT be 

a barrier to success at A Level* 

 
 

 
 
 

To study History is to gain an insight into the past and how the motivations of people then have affected our present 

and will affect our future. Students of A Level History have the opportunity to further this study by focussing on some 

of the most significant developments in Early Modern and Modern History. History is a facilitating subject, particularly 

well-liked by universities, and combines well with a very wide range of other subjects such as English, Geography, 

Politics, Philosophy and Ethics, Economics, Sociology and Psychology.  

 

Studying A Level History is a positive choice for students. We are very proud of the hard work our department puts into 

developing students and their achievements show this – our results are always positive, for example, of the students 

who sat A Level History in summer 2024, on average they performed almost a grade and a half better in History than 

in the other subjects they chose. Our staff are extremely well qualified and experienced in helping all students perform 

to the best of their ability. Our past students have gone on to study a wide variety of subjects at university, including 

Law, Business, Medicine, Engineering, Politics and Philosophy, not to mention all manner of History degrees! 
  

Students begin our A Level by studying Early Modern History, incorporating some of the most well-known, and 

notorious events in this period – The English Civil Wars in Unit 1, and the French Revolution in Unit 2. 
 

Our first examined unit, AQA Unit 1D Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy; 1603-1702, leads students through the 

Stuart Age beginning with the lavish courts of James I, the Gun Powder Plot, the trial and execution of Charles I and into 

Cromwell’s Britain. Student’s will analyse the views of historians to answer, and apply their own opinions to, some of 

history’s biggest questions; was Cromwell a military dictator? How do you establish a stable society after killing the 

King? From here we explore the Restoration of the monarchy with Charles II, the problems faced when there was a 

Catholic King under James II and finally the Glorious Revolution – the last invasion of Britain! Key themes such as power, 

religion, war and conflict are studied throughout the course. We visit the Civil War Centre in Newark to learn more 

about life in Civil War England, handle objects such as cannon balls, armour and propaganda from the 1640s and take 

part in the trial of Charles I! 
 

A Level Results 2024 

Pass Rate – 100% 

A* - A – 36% 

A*- C – 93% 



 

 

 

Our second examined unit is AQA Unit 2H France in Revolution, 1774-1815, where students learn about the causes and 

consequences of the French Revolution, Robespierre and the Terror, the use of the Guillotine, and the rise of Napoleon 

and his impact on France, Europe and the wider world. Students will study primary sources to investigate the 

motivations for revolution and its impact. We also offer a trip to Paris to enhance understanding of this course through 

visiting the Palace of Versailles and other key sites. This is a fantastic experience to stand where some key European 

events have happened! 

 

In our coursework unit we focus on the American Civil Rights Movement from 1865-1968. We look at the prejudice and 

injustice faced by former enslaved people around the American Civil Wars and how racism and intolerance was faced 

by African Americans in more recent times. We cover key individuals such as Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Malcolm 

X and Ella Baker, the role of influential groups and government in advancing the Civil Rights Movement. Students will 

engage with primary sources and also analyse historians’ views to come to a conclusion on pre-approved essay 

questions. This is a well-organised and structured unit allowing our students to work in a measured way towards their 

final essay.  

 

These 3 components offer students a diverse and rounded appreciation of some of the most important events in the 

past and give an excellent understanding of our modern world. We also participate in the Holocaust Education Trust’s 

Lessons from Auschwitz Programme and offer two students the chance to go on a day-trip to Auschwitz to learn about 

the importance of remembering the Holocaust and communicate what they have learnt.  
 

Through studying History, students will become more confident in discussing key themes and formulating and defending 

their own opinions. Written skills, including analysis and explanation, will be developed throughout the course alongside 

students’ ability to work independently and support others in group tasks. 

 

Student comments: 
 
“What I found the most interesting about the course was that it gave me the chance to see how the 

government of our country had formed over time and how the period that we studied in Y12 greatly affected 

how we live today.”  

 
“I chose to do History as I know the department is strong and thought the period was interesting. I also 

thought that History would give me some really valuable skills such as the ability to analyse and evaluate 

events which has really helped me in my writing, both for History and other subjects like Politics. Sociology 

and Economics.”   

 

“I have really enjoyed the opportunity to go on trips to see the things that I have learnt about in real life. This 

has made me realise what important parts of History we have covered and how they are still relevant today. 

I am really looking forward to going to Paris!” 

 


