Advanced Level

Design & Technology: Product Design (Edexcel)

Entry requirement for this subject: 4 or higher in GCSE D&T or Art & Design
qualification and GCSE Maths

A Level Results 2023
Pass Rate — 100%
A* -B-0%

A* - D -100%

Why choose A-Level Product Design?

A-Level Product Design offers a comprehensive and engaging educational experience, blending
theoretical knowledge with practical application. This course cultivates critical thinking, problem-
solving, and creativity, fostering a deep understanding of design principles and processes. Students
develop skills in sketching, prototyping, and utilizing industry-standard software, enabling them to
translate ideas into tangible, innovative products.

By studying A-Level Product Design, individuals gain a profound appreciation for the intricate
relationship between form, function, and user experience, preparing them for diverse careers in
fields such as industrial design, engineering, and marketing. The course nurtures an entrepreneurial
mindset, encouraging students to conceptualize marketable products that cater to specific user
needs and preferences.

Where can A-Level Product Design take me?

Completion of the Product Design A-Level can lead to a wide range of different career pathways. In
recent years Notre Dame Students, successfully completing the Product Design A-Level, have gone
on to undergraduate study in many areas including; Fashion Design at the London University of Arts,
Textile Design at St Martin’s University, London, Design & Technology with education at Sheffield
Hallam University, with the intention of becoming teachers, Naval Architecture at Strathclyde
University, Engineering, Jewellery Design and manufacture, Blacksmithing Apprenticeship and
Product Design degree courses.

Course overview
The course content is split into 3 sections:
¢ Core technical principles, Core design and making principles and Specialist knowledge.

You will be required to complete a NEA and an External Exam which will test the above sections.
Both the NEA and Exam are worth 50% of your final grade.

Each week you will have 5 lessons of Product DeSIgn 1 x 1-hour and 2 x 2-hour lessons. The 1 hour
lesson is used to focus on Theory content, an e
practical skills. v/




What do pupils think about the course?

Current pupils;

“1 think the course is good because it involves lots of practical work which helps to reinforce the
theory work we cover, and helps us understand it. It is also good as it helps prepare us for the future
if were to decide to go into product design.”

“DT is a really good course as it teaches you life skills of which you could use anywhere. It helps you
to look at objects and see how they have been designed and manufactured. The practical side is also
really fun as its independent and student based, so all ideas will be your own. For your final product,
you also get to pick the problem which you have to solve, unlike GCSE, so you can pick the material
area you are most comfortable with and not feel pressured into working in an area that you are not
confident in”

“A good subject for learning practical skills that give you a taste of possible future careers”

“It’s a truly creative subject course that allows you to go down whatever route you may want to
explore, it helped me discover the career that | completely love but had absolutely no idea would be
possible, before doing DT A-level, which is blacksmithing. Stepping into the forge and learning those
skills made me obsessed. This goes for any of the materials and topics we go through as they all have
their own perks.”

Past pupil;

“I miss Design & Technology, | miss all the challenge of design and production, in the near future, |
hope to return to it”.

This pupil is now working as a qualified DT teacher in another school.

Possible Career paths
Below are a few of the career paths which our recent students have gone on to;

* Engineering

e Structural Engineering

* Architecture

* Naval Architecture

* Design Technology Teacher Training
*  Graphic Design

*  Fashion Design

*  Product Design

* Robotics

* Interior Design

* Construction

* Sports and Nutrition

* Jewelry Design and Manufacture
* Blacksmithing Apprenticeship




