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Sociology is the study of society. It encourages you to develop skills of enquiry and scrutiny and to allow 

you to take a critical view of some aspects of society. 

✓ The subject has fascinating and topical themes to examine.  

 

✓ You should be confident in literacy as there are many essay-based questions to answer in your exam. You will 

need to write well-structured evaluative essays ranging from 10-30 marks 

 

✓ You may also benefit from studying humanities subjects such as RE and Philosophy, Government and Politics, 

Geography and History as some of the knowledge is cross-curricular. 

 

✓ Students have gone on to study Sociology at degree level or related subjects such as Criminology, Law, Politics, 

Health and Social Care, Psychology, Education, etc. These all compliment sociological understanding.  

 

In your first year of the A level you will cover these topic areas: 

 
Families and households: You will learn about key patterns and trends in family life in the UK and elsewhere. We will 
learn changes to the structure and value of families in society, along with different sociological perspectives on the 
role of the family in society. 
 
Education: To understand the role of formal and informal education in society and to investigate the factors leading 
to educational attainment and failure. 
 
Sociological research methods you will learn more about how sociologists design and conduct research. 

 

 

 

A Level Results 2024 

26% A*A  
71% A*C  
97% A*-E  



 

 

 

 

In the second year of the A-level you will cover these topic areas: 

 

Beliefs: What is the role of religion and other belief systems in society? How is our view of belief changing and 

adapting? Is religion a conservative force or a force for change? 

 

Crime and deviance: You will learn about the causes and solutions to crime, as well as learning how social 

characteristics play a part in being a criminal or victim of crime. 

 

Through all of these topic areas we will focus on Sociological perspectives including Functionalism, Marxism, 

Feminism and Postmodernism. We will compare and contrast these ideas as well as evaluate their usefulness in 

explaining society today. 

 

At A-level there are three exams. Each account for one third of your A-level. Each exam lasts 2 hours and is 

worth 80 marks. The exams consist of short answer and extended writing questions. 

 

Super curriculum – Start your Sociology journey today 

Watch – List of Films with a sociological theme  

Listen – Podcast ‘The sociology show’                   

Read – Sociology A level Student magazine          


