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Modern Foreign 
Languages

KEY STAGE 3 PARENTAL INFORMATION



Aims of the talk

1. To give a brief overview of what students at Notre Dame study in 
French/Spanish in y7 and y8.

2. To outline ways in which you can help your child do their 
homework.
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G r o u p I n g s  + P a t h w a y s  

MFL is studied by all pupils up to Year 11 when they take the 
GCSE.

Y7 and 8 are taught in forms.

Setting takes place at the end of Y8 ready for GCSE. The 
basics students learn in y7 and y8 are fundamental to 
success at GCSE.
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S c h e m e   o f   W o r k

French Spanish

Y7 Dynamo 1 Viva 1

Y8 Dynamo 2 Viva 2
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TOPICS

French
Y7
My Life
My School
My Hobbies
Family and Family Life

Spanish
Y7
My Life
My Free Time
My School
My Family and Friends 

Y8
Holidays (past tense)
Festivals & Celebrations (future tense)
Free Time & Media
Home and Area

Y8
Holidays (past tense)
Free Time & Media (future tense)
Food and Drink
Going Out
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A s s e s s m e n t  

• Three set vocab tests per module 
• Mid-module assessment (paired speaking task)
• Formal assessment – Listening, Reading, Writing

Vocab tests: Mark / 10  (& Bronze, Silver, Gold)
Mid-module assessments: Mark / 12  (& Bronze, Silver, Gold)
Formal assessments: Mark / 36. 

Success criteria similar to / adapted from the lower GCSE grades. 
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Can be 
downloaded from 
the MFL pages of 
the school website 
along with 
timelines
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H o m e w o r k 

Set via Satchel One – approximately 30 minutes. This will vary from 
week to week, some weeks maybe slightly more, sometimes slightly 
less.

• Vocab learning
• Assessment preparation and revision
• Research into cultural aspects of Target Language countries
• Online learning (eg. Quizlet.com)
• Translation
• Grammar exercises
• Written paragraph based on previous class work
• Poster  / display work
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H o w   t o   s u p p o r t   y o u r   c h I l d

Encourage them to learn vocabulary on a regular basis. 

Offer to test them on their vocabulary. Even if you do not know the 
language, they can spell out the words to you. 

Ensure that they are aware of deadlines for assessments/coursework / 
module tests. Keep a note of these important dates and remind them. 

If you have internet access encourage them to log onto language websites 
including quizlet.com, www.languagesonline.org.uk and a variety of other 
websites... see list attached

If your son / daughter is absent, impress on them the need to copy up any 
work missed - especially new vocabulary and grammar structures. 
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H o w   t o   s u p p o r t   y o u r   c h I l d

Encourage them to look at corrections to written work so that they learn 
from them and avoid making the same mistakes again. 

Encourage them to listen to any French / Spanish available on the radio / 
television. 

If you are going to a French / Spanish speaking country do encourage 
them to use their language.

Talk to them about the reasons they are learning a language; cultural 
awareness, improved knowledge / understanding of their own language, 
improved job prospects, development of valuable skills, ability to 
communicate, opening up of more possibilities.

Stay positive!
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H o w   t o   s u p p o r t   y o u r   c h I l d

You know your own child best, every child is different. Some will need 
quite clear and strict rules in place to do their homework whereas some 
students will be too conscientious and  worry when they don’t need to. 
You will know how to motivate your child or calm them down as is best in 
each individual situation.

One of the mottoes of St. Julie (our school saint) is “teach them what they 
need to know for life”. With homework the aims are:

a) To improve academically in the subject

b) To build independence and resilience – which are qualities 
which will serve the children well now and right into their adult 
lives.
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O n l I n e   r e s o u r c e s
www.linguascope.com

www.languagesonline.org.uk

www.pearsonactivelearn.com

www.zut.org.uk

www.oye.languageskills.co.uk

www.alienlanguage.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/languages

www.bbc.com/bitesize

www.quizlet.com

www.duolingo.com

www.senecalearning.com

www.wordreference.com     
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C o n t a c t 

Head of MFL

wegurrola@notredame-high.co.uk

mailto:egreenwoodquy@notredame-high.co.uk

